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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

SANITARY REPORTS FROM OTHER PORTS. 
AEGENTINA. 

Plague in Buenos Ayres officially reported. 

Buenos Ayres, March 12, 1900. 

Sir : In connection with the legation Nos. 768 and 769, of January 
29 and February 3 last, respectively, I have the honor to append on 
the overleaf copy of my telegram announcing that the bubonic plague 
had now made its appearance in Buenos Ayres. 

In the present instance I did not await the official declaration before 
telegraphing, as the information which the legation received from relia- 
ble private sources appeared to me sufficiently convincing of the exist- 
ence of the plague in this city. The correctness thereof is now borne 
out by the official statements reported in the daily papers of yesterday 
and to-day, excerpts from which, with translations, I beg to inclose. 

It will be seen therefrom that it is officially conceded that as early as 
January 13 last, the bubonic plague had made its appearance in this 
city, though until very recently its existence here was positively denied 
by the health authorities. 

The department of hygiene and the municipality of the city are tak- 
ing every precautionary measure to prevent the spread of the disease, 
and, if possible, to stamp it out. 

A thorough inspection service has been established, many tenement 
houses have been condemned as uninhabitable, infected houses and 
their plague stricken inhabitants are isolated, and 20 cents, paper (8 
cents, gold), has been offered by the municipality for the killing of 
each rat, this rodent being one of the chief media of propagation of the 
disease. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the spread of this malady 
may be checked, although its appearance in several parts of the city 
simultaneously, and even in better portions thereof, will, 1 fear, make 
it extremely difficult to effect such a desirable result. 

Bespectfully, William P. Lord. 

Hon. Secretary op State. 

[Inclosure No. 1. — Translated from La Naciiin, March 11, 1900.] 

The public health. — Hygienic regulations to be supreme. — Sanitary state of the capital. — 
Fresh cases. — Prophylactic measures. 

Yesteraay in the offices of the president of the Republic the previously announced 
meeting took place for the purpose of combining the action of the sanitary authorities 
of the capital, in anticipation of the possible spead of the prevailing malady. 

The meeting was attended Dr. Quirno Costa, the acting president, Dr. Yofre, the 
minister of the interior, Mr. Bullrich, the mayor of the city, Dr. Malbran, the presi- 
dent of the national department of hygiene, and Dr. Eduardo L. Bidau, who accom- 
panied the mayor. 

The object of the conference being explained by Dr. Quirno Costa, each one gave his 
opinion concerning the action the executive power proposes to take. 

The mayor, through his counsel Dr. Bidau, made some observations, but accepted 
the resolution of the executive power. 
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As a result of the conference, the following decree was dictated : 

Buenos Ayres, March 10, 1900. 

Whereas, in the exceptional case of a possible invasion of an exotic plague into the 
territory of the municipality of the capital, and in the lace of several suspected cases 
having occurred therein, it is found that the powers granted by the organic municipal 
law to the locil authorities are not sufficient to prevent the diffusion of such disease, 
and which may endanger the public health and moreover affect the interior and exterior 
commerce of the country, and 

Whereas, in order that the sanitary action shall be efficacious, and that the measures 
which the circumstances may exact can be nlopted without risk of conflicts of jurisdic- 
tion that may hamper or delay them, it is indispensable that the elements of prophy- 
laxis and hygiene, with which it is propose! to protect the capital against an epidemic, 
should be under a sole direction, and 

Whereas, experience has demonstrated that the national department of hygiene, 
depending directly on the executive power of the nation and vested with the functions 
granted it under the law and regulations creating it, can satisfactorily discharge all the 
extraordinary necessities of the public health at any point of the national territory 
where its intervention should be required, the vice-president in charge of the executive 
power, bearing further in mind that whicb is provided by article 86, paragraph 3 of the 
Federal constitution, decrees : 

Article 1. The national department of hygiene will take over and assume from this 
date the direction of all that which refers to the hygiene of the municipality of the 
Federal capital, dictating the prophylactic measures it may deem necessary, which 
shall be executed through the mayor of the capital or the employees proper of the 
department of hygiene as the case may be. 

Art. 2. Pursuant to the previous article, this decree shall be communicated to the 
mayor, with a view that the necessary resolutions be adopted in order that all the offices 
and municipal authorities shall recognize the national department of hygiene as superior 
director for the sanitary protection of the capital. 

Art. 3. The provision of the previous article shall not be construed as limiting the 
powers of the Municipal Emergency Hospital, so far as it concerns the ordinary duties 
and functions of that institution, as well as the execution and supervision of the munici- 
pal orders that affect them. 

Art. 4. All the expenses that may arise in consequence of the extraordinary measures 
that the national department of hygiene may adopt shall be borne by the nation. 

Art. 5. Communicate, etc. 

Quirno Costa. 
Felipe Yofee. 

[Inclosure No. 2.— Translated from La Prensa, March 12, 1900.] 
The suspected eases, from January IS until the present date. — Sanitary statistics. 

According to the official reports submitted by the Emergency Hospital to the director 
of the national department of hygiene, we have been able to obtain the following data 
respecting the prevailing disease : 

The first case, which happened in No. 230 Centro America street, occurred on Janu- 
ary 13, that is to say, thirteen days before the bubonic plague was officially declared to 
exist in Rosario. The total, number of cases occurring since that date until yesterday 
were 46, of which 16 died in the house of isolation. There remain, in consequence, 
under treatment 30 patients, 4 of whom are seriously ill. 

Here are the names and ages of the deceased : Ainadeo Fabre, 13 years old ; Sebastian 
Casiniere, 35 years; Salvador Angelieri, 45 years; Rodolfo Tinedo, 23 years; Jos6 
Merle, 27 years ; Sabino del Pino, 27 years ; Julio Casatti, 45 years ; Aurelio J. Mar- 
chesse, 4 years ; Eduardo Rossi, 21 years ; Miguel Tortora, 59 years ; Enriqueta Sabone, 
8 years ; Jose Sojo ; Pedro Ramirez, 16 years ; Felisa M. de Maello, 40 years ; Santiago 
Domeniquetti, 33 years ; and the one taken sick in Labarden and Caseros street. Total, 
16. 

It was not possible to find out whence some of the persons taken sick had come. It . 
is known, however, that 6 of them were laborers of the Etcheto Mill, 3 from the No. 
5 warehouse of the Western Railroad, 3 from the Solis Mill, and 5 from the mill on 
Castelli street, owned by Mr. Bancalari. Among the sick that are under treatment at 
the house of isolation is one who came from Chivilcoy and was employed in hauling 
grain from the city of Rosario. The mortality, in proportion to the number of sick, 
amounts to 36 per cent. 



